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PROPOSAL SECTIONS
APPLICANT’S PERSONAL BECKGROUND  
The applicant’s personal background section provides context about the candidate and explains how their academic, professional, and personal experiences have led to the selection of the research topic. This section is not a full autobiography, but rather a focused academic narrative that demonstrates the candidate’s preparedness, motivation, and suitability for conducting the proposed research.
Typically, this section outlines the applicant’s previous education, including degrees obtained, institutions attended, relevant coursework, and academic achievements. It may also describe research experience, internships, professional practice, or technical skills that contribute to the development of the thesis. If applicable, the applicant can mention participation in research projects, publications, conferences, or specialized training that strengthens their academic profile.
In addition to academic qualifications, the section should explain the intellectual journey that motivated the choice of topic. For example, a student in engineering might describe how laboratory experience revealed a specific technical challenge, while a social sciences student might explain how fieldwork exposed a research gap. The goal is to demonstrate a clear and logical connection between the applicant’s background and the proposed research.
The applicant may also briefly mention relevant personal interests or experiences that influenced their academic focus, provided these are directly connected to the research topic. However, the tone should remain formal and academic rather than personal or emotional.
Importantly, this section should highlight the applicant’s research competencies. These may include methodological skills, language proficiency, software knowledge, analytical abilities, or subject-specific expertise. Demonstrating readiness to undertake independent research reassures supervisors and evaluators of the feasibility of the project.
Overall, the applicant’s personal background serves three main purposes: to establish credibility, to justify the selection of the topic, and to show preparedness for the research process. It bridges the student’s past academic journey with the proposed future research and frames the thesis as a logical progression of their scholarly development.
ABSTRACT
In 250-300 words state the main problem or research question you aim to address in your study. Outline the primary objectives or goals of your research. What does your research aim to achieve? Explain the significance or contribution of your study to the field. Why is this research important? Provide a brief overview of the research methods that you will use to investigate your problem (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods). Include mention of the research setting, participants, or any data collection tools. Summarize the potential outcomes or findings you anticipate from your research and how they might impact the field. The abstract should be clear, concise, and reflect the essence of your proposal. 
Keywords: 5-7

INTRODUCTION
The Introduction section of a PhD proposal is crucial as it sets the stage for the entire research project. It introduces the research topic, establishes the context, and frames the problem you intend to investigate. Start by providing a broad introduction to the research area. 
Explain the general field of study and the specific focus within your research field. This should give readers a clear understanding of the scope of your research.  Offer relevant background information that helps readers understand why the research topic is significant. 
Continue with a statement to a problem. Clearly define the central problem or issue your research will address. This is often framed as a gap in the current knowledge or an unresolved question within the field. Explain why the problem is important. Why does this issue need further research? You might draw on empirical evidence, trends, or policy changes to demonstrate its relevance. The problem statement should show that your study will address a real and important need within educational studies. 
Include research aims and objective. The aim(s) should outline the overall goal(s) of your research. What do you hope to achieve by conducting this study? This is a broad statement of intent. The objective should break down the aims into specific objectives. These are the precise steps you will take to achieve the aims. Objectives are often more actionable and measurable compared to the aims.
The introduction section should present the Research Questions or Hypotheses of your research. 
Research Questions: Clearly articulate the questions your study will answer. These should directly relate to the problem and objectives you’ve outlined. Research questions should be clear, focused, and feasible. 
Hypotheses (Optional): If your research involves a hypothesis (common in quantitative studies), you should state it here. Hypotheses are specific predictions that your research will test.
Rationale for the Study: Explain why this study is important. What is the potential impact of your research on the field of educational studies? How will it contribute to theory, practice, or policy? This section is crucial for justifying the value of your study. Contribution to the Field: Describe how your research fills a gap in the current literature. You might emphasize how it will advance understanding in your area of study or address a particular educational challenge. 
Lastly, the introduction of your proposal should be concluded by a Theoretical Framework which refers to Theories or Models in the research field. Briefly introduce the theoretical framework that underpins your study. Which theories or models will guide your analysis? For example, in educational studies, you might draw on theories of learning, cognitive development, or social constructivism. Point out a link to Research, where you will explain how the chosen framework is relevant to your research questions and objectives. The theoretical framework helps ground your study in existing scholarship and provides a lens through which you will analyze your data.

LITERATURE REVIEW
The literature review critically examines existing research relevant to the thesis topic. Its purpose is not merely to summarize previous studies, but to analyze, compare, and synthesize scholarly contributions in order to identify research gaps and establish the theoretical framework for the study. A strong literature review highlights agreements, contradictions, and debates among scholars. It evaluates the strengths and limitations of previous research and identifies unresolved issues. By doing so, it justifies the need for the current study. The candidate should clearly explain how their work builds upon, differs from, or challenges existing literature.
In addition, the literature review establishes the theoretical or conceptual framework of the thesis. Key concepts and definitions are clarified, and relevant models or perspectives are introduced. This framework guides the development of research questions and methodology.
Sources included in the literature review should be scholarly and up-to-date. These typically include peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, conference proceedings, and reputable institutional reports. Proper citation and adherence to academic referencing standards are essential.
Importantly, the literature review should maintain a critical tone. The candidate is expected to engage analytically with sources rather than simply describing them. This demonstrates academic maturity and independent thinking. Overall, the literature review provides the intellectual foundation of the thesis. 
The goal in this section is to show that candidates understand the existing literature in the field, what the gaps are and how the proposed study will address them. A literature review demonstrates the candidate’s knowledge of the field and situates your research within the existing body of work. A well-organized literature review typically follows a structure that gradually narrows down from broader concepts to the specific focus of your research. It can be organized thematically, chronologically, or methodologically, depending on the nature of your topic.

Focus to provide answers to the following questions:
· What are the most important authors, findings, concepts, debates and hypotheses?
· What gaps exist in the literature and research?
· How would your dissertation fill these gaps?

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The research methodology section explains how the study was conducted and justifies the chosen methods. It provides a clear and systematic description of the research design, data collection procedures, analytical techniques, and ethical considerations.
This section begins by specifying the overall research approach, such as qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods. The choice of approach must be aligned with the research question and objectives. The candidate should explain why the selected methodology is appropriate for addressing the research problem.
This is the section in which candidates discuss the overall research design and is the most important component of the proposal. The emphasis here is on the following:
· The overall approach taken (is it purely theoretical, or does it involve empirical research? Maybe it’s both theoretical and empirical).
· Research Design: Outline whether your study will use (survey, case study, experimental design, contrastive analysis, interpretative approaches, textual analysis, discourse analysis, or a mix of some of these)
· Data Collection: Specify the methods and tools (e.g., surveys, interviews, observations) you will use to gather data.
· Participants/Sample: Describe your study population and sampling strategy. 
· Data Analysis: Explain how you will analyze the data (e.g., thematic analysis, statistical tests).
· Piloting of your research (if any)
· Materials and research instruments you are going to use (questionnaires, interviews, tests, quizzes, observations, etc.)
· Procedures for the research (how did you utilize the instruments, with whom, when, where, including details on your research steps, under what conditions)

In the previous section, the context was outlined. In this section, candidates explain the specific details of what their research will look like. Candidates should focus on the statements made in the introduction, but expand on them in much greater detail. Candidates need to relate their design decisions to the literature and the contextual discussion presented in the previous section. Some of the details may only become clear once the actual research has begun, and this is acceptable. The emphasis of the proposal should be on demonstrating that candidates understand what undertaking a PhD involves.




SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY 
The significance or implications section explains the contribution of the research to academic knowledge, professional practice, and potentially to society at large. It clarifies why the findings matter and how they can be used.
This section typically distinguishes between theoretical and practical implications. Theoretical implications refer to how the study advances, refines, or challenges existing theories and conceptual frameworks. The research may fill a gap in the literature, offer new interpretations, or provide empirical evidence that strengthens or questions established models.
Practical implications address how the findings can be applied in real-world contexts. For example, the research may provide recommendations for policymakers, managers, educators, engineers, healthcare professionals, or other stakeholders. Practical relevance enhances the value of the thesis beyond academic boundaries.
The study may also have methodological implications. For instance, it might introduce a new research approach, improve measurement instruments, or demonstrate innovative analytical techniques.
Additionally, the candidate may discuss broader social, economic, environmental, or technological impacts. If the topic relates to sustainability, digital transformation, public health, or social justice, the implications may extend to policy development or societal change.
It is also appropriate to mention directions for future research. By identifying remaining questions or limitations, the study contributes to ongoing academic discussion.
Overall, this section demonstrates the added value of the thesis. It shows that the research is not conducted in isolation but contributes meaningfully to knowledge development and practice. Clearly articulating significance strengthens the overall impact and relevance of the study.

STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS
The structure of the thesis section provides a clear overview of how the document is organized. It guides the reader through the logical progression of the research and explains the purpose of each chapter.
Typically, a PhD thesis is divided into several main chapters. After the introduction, the second chapter usually presents the literature review, followed by the methodology chapter. Subsequent chapters may present the results, analysis, and discussion. The final chapter generally includes conclusions, implications, limitations, and recommendations.
In this section, the author briefly describes the content of each chapter in a few sentences. For example, the introduction outlines the research problem and objectives; the literature review discusses existing scholarship; the methodology explains the research design; the results chapter presents empirical findings; and the discussion interprets those findings in relation to the literature.
The structure should reflect a logical flow from problem identification to conclusion. Each chapter builds upon the previous one, ensuring coherence and clarity. The organization should align with academic standards and institutional guidelines.
If the thesis includes additional elements such as appendices, figures, tables, or supplementary materials, these may also be mentioned.
A well-defined structure enhances readability and demonstrates careful planning. It allows examiners and readers to follow the argument systematically and understand how each part contributes to answering the research question.
In summary, the structure of the thesis serves as a roadmap. It explains how the research is organized and ensures that the presentation of information is coherent, logical, and academically rigorous.

CONCLUSION (CONCLUDING PARAGRAPHS) 
Briefly restate the central research problem or question that your study addresses. This helps to remind the committee of the core focus of your proposal and reemphasizes the need for your research.
There are several key elements to a proposal that you will need to put in the final paragraphs.
1. A discussion on the limitations of the study
2. A repetition of your contribution
3. A proposed chapter structure

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Bibliography is a comprehensive list of all sources that were consulted during the preparation of the thesis. It serves several essential academic purposes: it acknowledges the work of other researchers , demonstrates the depth and breadth of the research conducted, ensures transparency, and enables readers to locate and verify the referenced materials.
A well-prepared bibliography reflects the scholarly foundation of the thesis. It includes all relevant sources such as books, peer-reviewed journal articles, conference proceedings, official reports, dissertations, and credible online resources. In some cases, it may also include legal documents, standards, archival materials, or multimedia sources, depending on the discipline. Every source listed must have been cited in the text of the thesis, unless the guidelines of the institution specify a separate “Further Reading” section.
The bibliography must follow a consistent citation style as required by the faculty or academic field. It should include a list of all scholarly works cited in the proposal, formatted according to APA style. Entries in the bibliography are typically arranged alphabetically by the surname of the first author. If multiple works by the same author are cited, they should be ordered chronologically by year of publication.
The bibliography differs from footnotes or reference lists in some citation systems. In many styles, the term “Reference List” refers specifically to works cited in the text, while “Bibliography” may include both cited and consulted sources. Students should carefully follow their institutional guidelines to ensure compliance with formal requirements.
In summary, bibliography is not merely a formal requirement but a fundamental component of academic integrity.
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